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What are #hashtags?

While #hashtags are a relatively new “buzz word” over the
last decade its a word that a vast majority of us use daily in
our own lives. So what exactly are #hashtags? Lets take a
look at the official definition of a hashtag.

Definition:

noun

a word or phrase preceded by a hash sign (#), used on
social media sites such as Twitter to identify messages on a

specific topic.

Lets be honest hashtags have become a part of modern



culture, their place hasn't been restricted to appearing just
on our social media accounts, #hashtagged phrases have
been used on everything from t-shirts to mugs and

cushions.

#custom

They have even found their way into general conversion

with phrases such as “#sorrynotsorry!”

In terms of social media, #hashtags were first found on
Twitter and slowly have found themselves used on all other
social media channels. Facebook was the most recent

social media site to get on board and add the # functionality.



Hashtags are great for both setting and finding the latest
trends. They can be key to social media campaigns going

viral.

The great thing about hashtags is that it's up to you, how

you use them.

You can find the latest trends and use one of them or you

can set your own.

Trends - change

#Helpken

Tim Cook
#MarvinsHalloweenMixtape
#AskCM

#ChuckleLounge
#LatMovies

#askjessie

= i

When a user clicks on the hashtag it will bring up all the



tweets, posts or images that have used that hashtag.

So now we have looked at what a hashtag is, lets move on

and see how hashtags are relevant to your business!



Hashtags And Your Business

Social media marketing is one of the top marketing methods
for businesses right now. Which is why #hashtags should be

playing a massive part in your business marketing strategy.

Capturing the latest trend or even setting your own can drive
thousands of visitors to your website, products and services
each and every day! What business can afford to ignore that

sort of traffic?

There are various different ways of using #hashtags for your
business across a number of different social media

platforms.

You can use #hashtags on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook
and Pinterest and they can bring great results on all these

platforms.

However before you even consider using a #hashtag you
really need to think about what it is that you are wanting to

say.



You can't just throw any old #hashtag phrase out there,
there are a few things you will want to consider to maximize

the impact that your #hashtag will have.

Obviously you will want to use #hashtags that promote your
offers or events, like webinars or sales. However that
doesn't mean you want to go with a #hashtag as bland as

#sales or #livewebinar.

One of the first things to consider is that you will want to
create something unique, you will want to use #hashtags
that stand out from the crowd, that are instantly
recognizable and that promote what you have to offer. This
might mean you have to get a little bit creative but it will be

well worth it.

You could use the initials of the company in the #hashtag or
perhaps some other part of your branding or marketing the
choices really are endless. Just keep in mind you want your

message to be clear and Unique!

The next thing you will want to consider is that what you

decide to use as a hashtag should be easy to remember,



remember if you have a specific #hashtag that is part of
your overall marketing plan, then don't be afraid to put it on
other marketing channels. Think how often you see a
#hashtag that appears on the corner of your TV screen for
the show you are watching, or if you buy a programme for
an event you will often see the #hashtag within the pages

telling you to check it out the next time you are online.

So always keep in mind what your marketing message is,
then make sure your related #hashtag is clear and easy to
understand and remember while also being unique enough

to stand out.

Once you have you #hashtags in place remember to use the
same ones across all the social media platforms that you

use and then just wait for the traffic to start rolling in!



Researching #Hashtags

So we have looked at how #hashtags can help your
business if you have a specific event or offer to promote,
however what if you don't have that and are just looking for
a great #hashtag to use to help you increase your brand

awareness and drive more traffic to your website?

One of the key things you will need to do when it comes to
using #hashtags as part of your social media marketing

campaign is research your #hashtags.

What we mean by this is doing a little bit of exploring to

discover what are the most popular trends in your niche.

For this there are a few websites out there that can help by

showing you what is trending.



http://statweestics.com/

Today's hottest hashtags Today's hottest users

One of the first websites to look at it:

Today's hottest words

Today's hottest locations

#emabiggestfans1d, @youtube, amp, Ca,
#emabiggestfansjustinbieber, @harry_styles, halloween, Uk,
B sl @null, https, Tx,
#gameinsight, @asjadnazir, 2014, Usa,
#android, @lukebsos, <l My,
flad! =, @onedirection, video, Indonesia,
#halloween, @ _whatsapoloji, g Canada,
#androidgames, @ashton5sos, e, Fl,
#a @8eel, girl, Mew York,
#sexylist2014, @michaelasos, man, Texas,
#ipad, @justinbieber, game, Londan,
#, @niallofficial, october, California,
#porn, @taylorswift13, music, Argentina,
#padgames, @gabriele_comno, phata, Philippines,
#tbt, @shawnmendes, guys, Australia,
#teamfollowback, @karinid, tweet, Ga,
#EE 20—, @5sos, stats, England,
#LIAE2BT40-75, @real_liam_payne, P Pa,
#sougofollow, @zaynmalik, i3, Los Angeles,
# sl @almatyr, gain, India,
@kmiilithaB58, son, I,
@mcsteamyr, birthday, México,

b @aqirlposts, girls, Espafia,
Hougiy, @almatjr@ =, iphone, Saudi Arabia,
#sex, foto,

Get all hashtags statistics ...

(@relatablequote,

Get all users statistics ...

Get all words statistics ...

Ohio,

Get all locations statistics ...

Once you go to the website it will show you the top trending
topics of the day / week etc. and then you can select the
hashtags tab and take a look at the hashtags that have
been trending within the last 24 hours, or week or even

month and find the ones that would work best for your


http://statweestics.com/

business.

Other website that you could go to in order to research the

best hashtags for your business is:

https://www.hashtags.org/

# hQShthS H Type a hashtag and hit enter

HOME = ANALYTICS HOWTO

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31,2014  FONT SIZE LOGIN  REGISTER

Featured Article Free Membership Latest Members Hashtags Verified

1. W Follow @hashtags

You Probably Have More Than One, What Are Your 2. Add your hashtag definition

#UnwantedHalloween Treats

While: Halloween may bring to mind endless scores of candy, Track Your Hashtags
most peaple have a few that they just cannot stand.

#UnwantedHalloweenTreats brings out the truth.

READMORE Jud MOST RECENT

Listen, measure and engage in
Twitter conversations and gain
valuable social media

For your industry, keyword, event,

business, product, senvice or blog.

START TRACKING NOW

Trending Hashtags

#ahmetkayademeek, #bestfeelingyung, #wannabe, #notelite, #buaydabitti, #sekuler101, #rollersmusicawards, Main Menu
\* #ians, #besos, #rihannasexiest #gentiloni, #happinessissrk, #benzaten, #wittamibeautiful, #pythonsnfluk

#tafoda, #itsu, #milovadibajakanisa, #smartsoslow Business

This will give a look at the hashtags that are trending, the
hashtags that are most popular. You can even see which

hashtags are popular where.


https://www.hashtags.org/

Twitter and Facebook also have their own trending analytics
that will let you see the most popular hashtags on their

website that day.

wc Trends - change ~7 Stay with Me
#alltheboss

Yﬂu ' ~7 lan McKellen
ddh Happy Halloween

#ScaryStoriesindWords

JE[” #Everyonevoteforstereokicks ~* Terminator: Genisys
#ModernDayHorrors
#endiskigh

iStEl #AddAarghToBook ~7 Ipsos MORI

)d{" Warren Anderson ~ Daniel Radcliffe

: Trick or Treat
eV Culture Clash
Gi ~* Robbie Williams

ingV0Wcher.com ~* James Corden

All of these tools and website will help you research the best

#hashtags for you to use in your business.



Creating Hashtags

It's amazing how many business owners find the thought of

using #hashtags as part of their marketing plan a bit scary!

Then because they are a bit intimidated at the thought of
using #hashtags or more importantly the thought of getting it
wrong they just don't bother with them at all, and that's

crazy!

#Hashtags are really easy to use once you have gotten the
hang of them. That's not to say you can't get it a bit wrong
and make some mistakes, but it's OK even the biggest
companies make mistakes (and we will show you that in

more detail in a bit)

So the first thing to consider when it comes to writing your
#hashtag is the length. Ideally your hashtag should be

between 1-3 words, it shouldn’t be anymore than that.

Let's face it we have all been annoyed by a hashtag that's

#thatarereallyfartolong!



The next important thing to keep in mind, is do NOT
keyword stuff, | realize its tempting to hashtag your keyword
three different ways in the one tweet or posts but don't do, it

will look like spam and its unprofessional.

Always keep the reputation of your brand in mind when you
are creating your hashtags, you are trying to grow your

brand image nor ruin it.

You need to really think about what you are hashtagging

and if it can be used against you.

The most famous example of this was when McDonald’s
used the hashtag #mcdstories. What they wanted to do was
encourage people to share positive experiences of eating at
McDonald, however what also happened was that people
used the #hashtag to share horrible experiences of using
McDonald, and whenever the hashtag was used the really

bad experiences came up as well!



There is always a chance a hashtag can be used against
you, so what you have to ensure you do is be prepared to
turn a negative response into a positive one. So always

prepare for everything.

One of the best ways to use hashtags is to ask questions as
it is a great way of getting people to engage with you, and
can really open up the lines of communication between you

and your potential customers.



Tracking Your #Hashtags

When you are using #hashtags as part of your social media
campaign its vitally important that you track their results, so
that you can see what is working for you and what isn't. Just

like you would track Google analytic etc.

The best way to track these results is to use tracking tools in
order to help you, track, monitor and analyze your social

media #hashtags.

So lets take a look at some of the best tracking tools there
are available right now in order to help you make the most

out of your #hashtags!



1.Tagboard: https://tagboard.com/

J B8 Create a taghoard

Hartsvoteniagara #womencando #nwasl4
#globaled14 #QOrangeTour

Tagboard is great for analyzing the information around the
#hashtag. So it collates texts images posts and videos to

show you the full picture of your #.


https://tagboard.com/

2.Talkwalker: http://www.talkwalker.com

-'" P engiish cange)
talkwalker Gl Talkwalker login

Enter vour brand. companv or tonic m

Already a user of Talkwalker Social Search?

R \u Tp,p \

SONY NESCAFE

193
e v I

Talkwalker gives you data for gender distribution,
geographic distribution and sentiment analysis on your own

hashtags, as well as your competitors’ hashtags.


http://www.talkwalker.com/

3. TweetReach — http://tweetreach.com/

How far did your tweets travel?

SEARCH ANALYZE REPORT
You enter a query, like a URL, TweetReach analyzes the tweets You get an in-depth report on
hashtag, username or phrase. that match your search. the metrics for those tweets.
o Cet even more with TweetReach Pro
Need real-time Twitter analytics, ongoing monitoring or

more tweets?

Union Metrics provides comprehensive Twitter analytics

TweetReach is a tool that is great to use on a regular basis
to see how successful your tweets were and how many
people they reached. Search a keyword or hashtag and you
will be able to see the number of estimated accounts
reached, exposure, as well as an activity chart and a list of

top contributors and most retweeted tweets


http://tweetreach.com/

Conclusion

As you can see #hashtags are an easy and effective way of

driving traffic to your website and helping build your brand.

As long as you are prepared to research the best #hashtags
to use for your business then they can be a fabulous tool in

your social media marketing campaign.

Once you have your #hashtags up and running remember to
track their results and change any that are not bringing you

in the desired results.



